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ISTITUTO NAZIONALE CONTRO GLI INFORTUNI SUL LAVORO E LE MALATTIE 
PROFESSIONALI

Inail 

was founded in 1933

Inail’s goals are:
• to reduce accidents 
• to insure workers who perform risky 

activities
• to ensure the reintegration into working life 

of those injured at work
• to carry out research and develop control 

and verification methods in the field of 
prevention and safety.
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WELL BEING OF WORKERS
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AGREEMENTS AND PARTNERSHIPS
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ITALIAN WORKERS’ COMPENSATION 
SYSTEM: 
social sustainability through financial 
management systems 
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Economic benefits

Asbestos Victims Fund

Asbestos is one of the most important occupational carcinogens,

causing about half of the deaths from occupational cancer.

Since 2008, Inail manages Asbestos Victims Fund. The aim of

the Fund is to provide additional financial support to the

diseased to enable higher levels of care.

In 1992 Italy prohibits the extraction, import, use, marketing and 
export of asbestos and products that contain it. 
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A special insurance protection for special workers: 
housewives/househusbands

Domestic accidents are a topic of great interest for public health.

The low security level of domestic environments and the low

perception of risk represent an important risk factor.

The aim is to provide a high risk insurance coverage to the
housewives and househusbands who daily free of charge take care of
their own family unit and the home environment where they live.

The housewives and househusbands are equated to other workers
and the insurance protects their job.

The insurance was born on 1 March 2001 and it is the first in Europe.
From 1/1/ 2019 the insurance has been deeply transformed increasing the insurance coverage.



Third Mission

Agreements with universities and research 
institutions to support training and research 

activities, including academic and postgraduate 
programs, prevention-focused seminars and 

workshops, student internships at INAIL, doctoral 
theses.

Institutional Research

Regulatory framework for the protection of 
Health and Safety at Work  (Legislative 

Decree No. 81/2008)

Scientific Research 

Collaborate with Italian and international 
universities and research institutes.

Analyze emerging risk scenarios in work 
organization models and production 

processes 

Adapt protection measures to the rapidly 
changing of the world of work

Department of 
Occupational and 
Environmental Medicine, 
Epidemiology and Hygiene 
(DIMEILA)

Department of Technological 
Innovations and Safety of 
Plants, Products and Human 
Settlements (DIT)

INAIL conducts Research and Innovation initiatives focused on Health and Safety in 
both living and working environments (HSE). 



✓ Integrated system with a fundamental 
role of regional health office and national 
coordination;

✓ Active search of case and individual 
anamnestic analyses for mesothelioma e 
sinonasal cancers;

✓ Epidemiological surveillance for 
identifying cluster usign administrative 
archives for low fraction cases;

✓ Occupational exposure surveillance. 

Mesothelioma incidence 
surveillance

Sinonasal cancer incidence 
surveillance

Other occupational cancer 
surveillance (bladder, lung, …)

Occupational exposure to 
carcinogens

Italian surveillance system of occupational cancer cases and 
occupational exposure to carcinogens



Epidemiological surveillance of mesothelioma cases 
has made it possible to identify previously 
unknown and unexpected asbestos exposure 
pathways, providing significant support for 
protection and risk-prevention activities.

Jute sack recycling
Textile (non-asbestos)
Agriculture
Car mechanics …
…

National Mesothelioma Registry (ReNaM).



This is the most recent analysis on mesothelioma 
expected trend in Italy. We are now on the peek 
in mesothelioma epidemic. 

There is a prediction for a drop in the next years 
(starting from 2020-2025).

ReNaM context. Mesothelioma expected trend in Italy

Source: Oddone E, et al. Cancers. 2021 Jul 3;13(13):3338. Marinaccio A, et al. IJC 2005 May 20;115(1):142-7. 



Epidemiological surveillance of these 
tumors has made it possible to examine 
the role of occupational exposure even in 
non-adenocarcinoma cases and in relation 
to IARC-listed carcinogens other than wood 
and leather dust.

National Registry of Nasal and Paranasal Sinus Tumors.(ReNaTuNs).



✓ Cancer cases from incidence or mortality 
archives.

✓ Occupational histories by administrative dataset.
✓ Individual anamnestic interview by territorial 

health offices.

Occupational cancer surveillance.
Low attributable occupational fraction cancer cases 



Actually, the SIREP archive dimension:

- 17.500 Firms;
- 200.000 Exposed workers;
- 500.000 Measures of exposures levels.

Epidemiological surveillance system of occupational exposure 
to carcinogens (SIREP)

https://www.inail.it/portale/it/inail-
comunica/pubblicazioni/catalogo-
generale/catalogo-generale-
dettaglio.2023.03.esposizione-ad-
agenti-cancerogeni-nei-luoghi-di-
lavoro-in-italia.html
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FUTURE PERSPECTIVES

Hospital discharge 
records

Population-based 
cancer registries

INPS

Ministry of Labour

ReNaM

ReNaTuNS

ReNaLOCCAM

MalProf

Carcinogen 
exposure register

Epidemiological 
Surveillance Systems 



www.worklimate.it 
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Thank you!

Stefania Massari

INAIL - Department of Occupational and Environmental 
Medicine, Epidemiology and Hygiene
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